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personal as to preclude assignability of interests under it,
it is conceivable that in a special case, circumstances or
the form of the agreement might render the relationship
between the owner and the hirer so personal as to have
this effect.
It is worth while examining in some detail the case of
Whiteley v. Hilt (q) referred to above.
" In this case, a Miss Nolan hired a piano on the terms
that she was to have an option to purchase it by payment
of a number of quarterly instalments, but had the right
at any time to determine the hiring by returning the
piano. She agreed not to remove the piano from the
address mentioned, but nothing was expressly provided
as to selling the piano. There was included in the
agreement what is known as a ' Redemption Clause '
whereby, if, on any breach by the hirer of the terms of
the agreement the owners should retake possession of the
piano, (as they were entitled to do), the hirer might resume
the hiring on payment of arrears of hire and finding a
guarantor to the satisfaction of the owners. After a
substantial amount had been paid by way of hire, and
before any breach of the agreement had occurred, Miss
Nolan sold the piano to the defendant Hilt. The owners
on ascertaining these facts in consequence of the instal-
ments getting into arrears, demanded the return of the
piano, which Miss Hilt refused to do but offered to pay
the remaining instalments and find a substantial
guarantor. The owners not satisfied with this offer
brought an action in detinue, and alternatively in trover
for the recovery of the piano or damages, and the
defendant paid into Court the amount of the outstanding
instalments, viz. £18 175. 5d."
It was decided that Miss Nolan had possessed a pro-
prietary interest in the chattel and in the hire-purchase
agreement which was assignable, and that the defendant
had acquired Miss Nolan's interest therein, but that the
defendant could only retain the chattel upon the terms of
the contract; that Miss Nolan by selling the piano had
not under the circumstances repudiated the contract
(though it appears to have been agreed by all the judges

